Favorite Classics Texts
	All the things you would ever want to see are on Perseus, the classics server maintained by Tufts.  Thank goodness David Packard cares about classics… http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper
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	Thucydides Peloponnesian War.  Over the years, different things have appealed.  The tactics of war (terrorism, deception and remarkable brutality were the building blocks), the visionary ideals and tactics of Pericles, the politics of a democracy, et al.  These days, what I savor are the debates as set down by Thucydides.  He boiled speeches and positions into statements frightening in how they could characterize today’s foreign policy.  
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	The Greek is stunningly difficult – at my undergraduate best, it was a pitched battle to get through the syntax.  The Lattimore translation is the most accurate reflection of the Greek while still being decent English.  The Landmark Thucydides is the right version for students of history and historiography.  
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	Plato’s Works. Some of the best prose Greek ever written was in the dialogs of Plato, and some real literature crowns one’s first year of learning the new language.  The dialogs themselves are irritating – Socrates is allowed to win again and again using the same tricks of sloppy vocabulary.  The later philosophy is a wonderful transition to systematic philosophy, but through the limited device of metaphor.  I’d probably have followed the sophists, and at the trial of Socrates I’d have let him kill himself.  Read Plato as a Greek stylist and as a work of intellectual history.  As to Platonic ideals and the cave metaphor –the opening part of the blind alley so many philosophers walked for so very long.
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	Virgil’s Aeneid.  I have to list an epic - how to pick just one?  I know of five that I can call classics – so closely aligned with Greek and Roman civilization that they can be considered more of that time than of ours - Iliad, Odyssey, Aeneid, Commedia and Paradise Lost.  I think the Iliad is the one most wildly different from modern life, and both it and the Odyssey have the fun of an oral tradition and ring composition.   The Commedia has the most layers and the most enjoyable aficionados.  Paradise Lost is in English, but feels like a painfully long sermon, with one entertaining bit of a sympathetic Satan.  I decided to go with the one I quote the most - Aeneid is the most accessible, and rich with memorable characters.  Aeneas himself is flat and not very interesting, but he keeps meeting striking characters and gets himself into one scrape after another.  He is a great presenter of Roman virtues, and that’s not a bad thing.  (He avoids most of the Roman vices, which is good news for any surviving Rutilians.)  So for a good read, focus on the presentiments of the Julio-Claudian emperors, and the character of the people (women especially) that Aeneas meets.  
As to translation, you can’t go wrong with any modern version.  I like Lind for the closeness of the Latin and Fagels is the new standard.  Fitzgerald is a great compromise for modern ears.
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